[Increase of incidence of Down syndrome and its possible relation with increased maternal age].
Among 47,458 consecutive births taking place between july 1977 and december 1989, we found 83 newborns with Down syndrome, for a 1.74/1000 live births incidence rate. This compares to a rate of 1.39 rate observed at the same maternity from 1971 to 1977 (NS). The mean age of all mothers was 25.9 years as compared to 31.87 for mothers of children with Down syndrome (p < 0.00001). The mean maternal age has increased from 24.34 in 1977 to 27.38 in 1988 (p < 0.0001), mostly due to a greater proportion of the 25 to 29 year-old group of mothers. These data support, although not conclusively, that the increased incidence of Down syndrome in our population is related to older maternal age.